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Comparing with another Buddhist thinker, Prayudh
Payutto, we would find a great difference in that Prayudh
Payutto has no friends from other religions. It should be
noted that the leaders of the Sangha university are like
Prayudh Payutto in that they too have no friends from other
religions. | believe that having no friends from other religions
is one of the main conditions that make these monks
conservative and fundamentalist even though some of them
are believed to be profound thinkers. It should be noted that
Prayudh Payutto has written a number of books arguing that
Buddhism has a notable status in the history of Thai society
and his books are understood by persons in Sangha
university to support a view that Buddhism deserves the
position of national religion. Maybe Prayudh Payutto could
be considered as a source of Buddhist fundamentalism in
Thailand today and this fundamentalism is a deep root of
the movement to institutionalize Buddhism as a "political
religion" during the past three decades.™

# Endnote @111 61 41

14. See his book The Danger to Thai Buddbism,
Buddhadhamma Foundation, 2002. In this book he has
negatively criticized the history of Christianity. It might be
true that what he said concerning the history of Christianity
is not wrong, but the point is what Buddhists benefit from
looking at the dark side of other religions. Every religion has
a dark side, but this thing is ignored by Buddhadasa as he
considers no benefit from looking at this thing. And this is a
difference between these two Thai thinkers.
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March 12, 2000
Pope Issues Apology

Pope John Paul II delivers the most sweeping
public apology ever given for the past sins of the
Roman Catholic Church. As part of his
observance of the holy year marking the start of
the third Christian millennium, the Pope publicly
repents for the church’s past and present acts of
intolerance and injustice toward Jews, women,
indigenous peoples, and others.
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Tuniede Religion and Democracy in Thailand U8
Konrad Adenauer Stiftung RN URRILNAN N8 IYINY
N, T Avti 68 fumesuaesTnATIn1sanTinumii Ae Dr.
Duncan McCargo %ﬂé’a\i'ﬁ’] “Buddhist Democracy on Trial:

Thailand's Southern Conflict” TILALIVNIBVAN AL LTHITL

nawd@uiee1aNA Dr. Duncan McCargo [aiuiNyAng
o ¥u7 Dr. McCargo 138n41 “Leading American scholars
of Thai Buddhism” & un 81219¢ Donald Swearer ba e
812194 Charles Keyes Ingdansninzanauuug1atinuing
IuRagevinuiy aginedn “Since the 1970s, no new major
‘civic' Buddhism movements have emerged, and the starry-
eyed arguments made by Keyes and Swearer must now be
regarded as entirely moot.” (HULENA2TT: 1970s 1T usUN
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Indeed, there is a strong case for arguing that
precisely the opposite has been happening, at least since
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Buddhadasa's death: Thai Buddhism has been moving
away from universalist positions, liberal values, and implicit
or explicit criticism of the direction adopted by the Sangha.
Under the intellectual leadership of the prominent scholar-
monk Prayudh Payutto, Thai Buddhism has taken a dark
and conservative ethnonationalistic turn." In a series of
recent books and articles, Prayudh Payutto has moved
away from more academic work to act as an irrepressible
polemicist for conservative causes' denouncing Santi Asoke
and Dhammakaya for their heretical tendencies, criticising
other religions (especially Islam) and emphasising the role
of thai Buddhism as an instrument of nation-building. In
2002, for example, he published a book entitied Dangers for
Buddhism in Thailand, offering a narrative lauding Thai
Buddhism's record of tolerance, and contrasting with the
supposed intolerance, and aggressions practised by
Muslims and Christians. Elsewhere, he adopted a critical
stance towards universalism, suggesting that only Buddhist
could preserve religious freedom in Thailand, as well as
providing the source of Thai national identity."® Prayudh
Payutto is such a prominent figure in Thai society that
academics and public intellectuals are extremely wary of
criticising his conservative positions on a range of religious
and social issues, including women's ordination. Prayudh's
high status has provided robes of respectability for growing
Buddhist intolerance, especially toward Islam. Some of this
intolerance was seen in popular supports for moves to make
Buddhism the national religion, as part of the 2007
constitution-drafting process.
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