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“THIS VENERABLE RELIGION (BUDDHISM)
HAS IN IT THE ETERNITY OF AN UNIVERSAL
HOPE, THE IMMORTALITY OF A BOUNDLESS
LOVE; AN ELEMENT OF FAITH IN FINAL GOOD
AND THE PROUDEST ASSERTION EVER MADE
OF HUMAN FREEDOM”

Sir EDWIN ARNOLD.
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Whatever that be, which thinks, whieh understands, which will,

which acts, it is something celestial and divine; and, upon that

®

account, must neccessarily be eternal.
lw. The temples perish, but the God still lives.

. I am a soul, dragging about a corpse.
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lo. I am fully convinced that soul is indestructible, and that its activity

o

will continue through eternity. It is like the sun, which, to our
eyes, seems to set in night; but it has in reality only gone to

xdiffuse its light elswhere.
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®. A charge to keep I have, lo. To me the external existence

A God to glorify; of my soul is proved from

A never dying soul to save, my idea of activity. If I

And fit it for the sky. work  incessantly until my

death, nature will give me an
other form of existence when
the present can no longer

sustain my spirit.
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®. The Soul, secure in her existence, smiles
At the drawn dagger, and defies its point,
The stars shall fade away, the sun himself
Grow dim with age, and nature sink in years;
But thou (the soul) shalt flourish in immortal youth,
Unhurt amidst the war of elements,

The wrecks of matter, and the crush of worlds.
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®. Ah, the souls of those that die lwo. The soul, immortal as its

Are but sunbeams lifted higher. sire, shall never die.
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®. Our birth is but a sleep and a forgetting;
The soul that rise with us, our life’s star,
Hath had elsewhere its setting,
And cometh from a-far;
Not in entire forgetfulness,
And not in utter nakedness,
But trailing clouds of glory, do we come

From God, who is our home.
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®. What’er of earth is form’d to earth returns,
The soul
Of man alone, that particle divine,
Escapes the wreck of worlds, when all things fail.
lw. Death only this mysterious truth unfolds,
The mighty soul, how small a body holds.

A. blo
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®. It is not the eye that sees the beauties of heaven, not the ear that hears
the sweetness of music, or the glad tiding of a prosperous accident; but
the soul that perceives all the relishes of sensual and intellecfual
perceptions : and the more noble and excellent the soul is, the greater

and more savoury are its perceptions.
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®. We have bodies, we are spirits. The body is the mere perishable form

of the immortal essence.
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