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“Namo Tassa Bhagavato Arahato Samma - Sam - Buddhassa !”

A MESSAGE TO THE BUDDHISTS OF SIAM.

VALV ALVAAV 4

Greetings to you All!

What joy can be greater than the joy of giving Spiritual Nouri-
shment to Suffering Humanity ? Lord Buddha is the World’s
Greatest Guide and we are sure to succeed by walking in His Actual
Footsteps.

Our Lord did not attain Supreme Enlightenment in His palaces
at Kapilavatthu. He attained the Higheat Goal under a Tree at
Buddha-Gaya. Nibbana can only be attained by Renuniantion. No
pain, no gain.

Pain and pleasure go together. They are inseparable. There-
fore, those who embrace pleasure must embrace pain. The price
of pleasure is pain. We Buddhist monks want neither pleasure nor
pain.  We want the neutral Bliss and Sweet peace of Supreme
Nibbana.

This word is a cross. The six senses are the nails. Human
Beings are continually crucified on the world cross by the six senses.
And they like to be crucified ! Hence the world is a large lunatic
asylum !

Nibbana is Reality. The world is non-reality.  Reality and
non-reality cannot go together. = One is the absence of the other.
Those who love the world, hate Nibbana. Those who hate the world
love Nibbana. Householders are the greatest Renunciants for they
renounce the Real Nibbana for the unreal world. Bhikkhus renounce
this unreal world for the real Nibbana; they renounce nothing for
Something. Laymen renounce Nibbana for this world; they
renounce Something for nothing, and are therefore the greatest
Renunciants. the greatest Sadhus !

Life is nothing but repetition for repetition’s sake. There is no real
aim to existence except escape from existence through the destruction of
Craving. Craving is destroyed by destroying Ignorance. Ignorance

. lo ®06
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is destroyed by walking on the Eightford Noble path (Ariyo
Atthangiko Maggo).

Buddhismis Truth. Truth gives loving-kindness. Loving-kindness
gives Union. Union gives Strength.  Strength gives Freedom.

Untruth gives Hatred. Hatred gives Division. Division gives
Weakness. Weakness gives Slavery.

Our Lord spent seven years at Buddha-Gaya. Intense Earnestness
is the way to Nibbana. “Appamadena Sampadetha.” “Through
zeal the Goal attain !” I spent the last wassa at Buddha-Gaya in
order to gain Internal Strength for my Missionary work in India
and America.

A man who really loves Buddhism loves to spread It. A real
Buddhist will joyfully preach Buddhism everywhere by Example and
precept. And if he himself cannot preach, he should at least encourage
educated Missionaries to preach Buddhism in foreign countries.

Buddha-Gaya has taught me the Great Lesson of Sweet peace
through Solitude and Silence!

The most glorious moments are the moments of Sweet
Meditation when my Heart is wrapt in peace ! To help others
by preaching by day, and to help myself by meditating at night,
what joy can be greater than this ?

I must go to America to scientifically establish the Ancient
Sangha there, and thereby revive Ancient Buddhism. The whole
world is thirsty for a Buddhistic Renaissance and the Rebirth of
Ancient Buddhism. Having eatablished the Ancient Buddhism in
the west, we can then easily come to establish Aucient Buddhism
in the East!

With Blessings and Boundless Loving-kindness to you All,
LOKANATHA
Lokanatha
Italian Buddhist monk

Bombay, January 1, 2482
1939
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