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The gift of the Dhamma exceeds all gifts.

The sweetness of the Dhamma exceeds all sweetness.
Delight in the Dhamma exceeds all delight.

The extinction of greed overcomes all pain.

M. B. J.
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5.9 “H37ena”

By ourselves is evil done,
By ourselves we pain endure.
By ourselves we cease from wrong.
By ourselves becomes we pure.
M. B.J.



BEAUTY IS BUT SKIN-DEEP.

from

Visuddhi-magga

WITH HIS EYE HE SEES FROMS

He sees froms with his eye-con-
sciousness, which is able to see froms,
and which is called by the name of
its instrument, the eye. As the an-
cients have said, “The eye does not
see forms, in as much as it is not the
mind, and the mind does not see
forms, in as much as it is not the eye.
But when the object of sense meets
the organ of sense, a person sees with
the mind by means of the sensitive-
ness of the eye.” The phrase to
“see with the eye” makes mention
only of the instrument, as when it
is said “He wounds with his bow”
Accordingly, the sense is, with his

eye-consciousness he sees forms.

BUT TAKES NO NOTE OF SIGNS:

Either signs of femininity, or of

masculinity, or of sensuous beauty,
9l

or of anything else calculated to
arouse the passions, but stops short

at what he sees.

NOR OF MINOR TOKENS :

He takes no note of a person’s hand,
or foot, or smile, or laugh, or con-
versation, or looking, or gazing, or
other personal characteristics called
“tokens,” because they betoken and
reveal the passions. Only that
as did

the elder Maha-Tissa, the hermit of

which is real does he note,

Mt, Cetiya.

The story is that a certain woman
had married into a family of rank
but had quarreled with her husband,
and, decked and ornamented, until
she looked like a goddess, had issued
forth from Anuradhapura, early in
the morning, and was returning home
to her family. On her way she met

the elder, as he was on his way from

Mt. Cetiya to go on his begging-
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rounds in Anuradhapura. And no up inquiringly, and observing her
sooner had she seen him, than the teeth, realized the impurity of the
perversity of her nature caused her body, and attained to saintship.

to laugh loudly. The elder looked Therefore was it said :

“The elder gazed upon her teeth,
And thought upon impurity;
And ere that he had left that spot,

The stage of saintship he attained.”

Then came her husband, have you seen a woman pass this
following in her footsteps, and seeing way ?”

the elder, he said : “Reverend sir, And the elder said :

Was it a woman, or a man,
That passed this way ? I cannot tell.
But this I know, a set of bones

Is traveling on upon this road.

selected by Indapanna.

from Warren’s translations.
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Therefore what suits one will suit the other for the division or East and
West is purely arbitrary. Let us, then, see what the modern European
demands of a faith. (1) It must be practical, that is, it must show definite
fruits in this world, the modern man suspects a faith which merely tells
him that it will be alright in the next world, and that the present does not
matter.” (2) The religion must be reasonable and give convincing and
not trivial or fantastic reasons for life and its difficulties, it must not
contravene any known scientific facts and it must be adequate to the
grandeur of the universe revealed by modern science, a narrow geocentric
cosmogeny which confines the existence of the universe to a few millenia
is inadequate and out of date. (3) It must satisfy the emotional human
desires of the average man, it must cast a ray of hope on the dark days
of sorrow and bereavement : mere rationalism in a house of mourning
wonld be an impertinence. I must insist on this last point, becase some
maintain the contrary and say that modern Europeans are losing all wish
for a future life : but I most absolutely affirm on the strength both of
personal experience and observation of others that in the face of death
and sorrow the modern European behaves precisely like other men of all

times and ages.
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Let us see how far Buddhism fulfils the first condition” The Dhamma is
immediate (akaliko) ehipassiko, manifest (literally come and see) in effect,
the Buddja says, test my system for yourself, and you will see that it
works.” To realize the fruits of the Dhamma we do not need to die and
be born in another world, we can by following the Teaching here and

now realize the happiness of Nibbana; the Arahats are a proof to all the
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world of the practical effects of Buddhism. Was it not the calm serenity
of Assaji’s appearance that moved Sariputta to question him and so to
gather the fruit of his birth ? Buddhist reformers have always returned
to this position, the power of the Dhamma to effect results in this world,
thus Nichiren the great Japanese reformer wrote “when state law is assimi-
lated to Buddhist Law then will dawn the golden age, Shaba Soku
Jakkodo, to realize the Pure Land in this world summed up the whole gist
of Nichiren’s teaching, and he believed that Japan had a mission to bring
this about and thereby to be a blessing to all nations. Besides, the very
Buddhist doctrine of kamma, that our future is determined by our actions
clearly implies that the Pure Land can be realized in this or any other
world, provided here are beings possessed of the will and the knowledge
to do it.
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