y %
— T
N\

REACHING THE SAME GoaL
FROM DirFrFerRENT PaTHS?

N ‘;: ﬁ‘ M’J’N’J‘Lm o& - ob TUIAL W“I/]ﬁﬂﬂ?’]slj b&EEE

LLﬂ’Jﬁ"JllLﬁuVHQL‘i‘ﬂu%‘m’]ﬂJiﬂﬂW‘i‘ WV]ﬁﬂ’]ﬂ‘Ll’]LLa ﬂ?Vlﬁ’\‘]JﬂﬂNﬂU‘].lU"]INWV]’)‘LI

”ﬁqq AU UATETUNY

N



Mﬁqmﬂwaﬁvwmﬁﬂﬁm%’a?ua‘”LwaLLﬂﬁiiuﬁﬁaauaum
wmmmuu 500 11 LNITUNFULNEALNINAINNATE

09 MLAZLTNENY mmuﬂmﬂmaﬂiwmﬂﬂa WA
yilan Tnsiannz aumamLﬂuLLmummmwmﬁmamua
Tuunliiuay mmﬂmmaiﬂu‘lﬁamwamuwmm

Aiilnadenney Wns T UR w¥anianeAanlaan %
wmmammimmawuﬂ Fuudr o Asluedn m\qm
anvunamsmnsma suniyly Gufutiennuddguas
ﬂ?”‘iﬂmuau@ mm‘ﬁvul,mwa? ZANAUILAS UIAUYBEIR
Aaunlaniasnnasdnlaanuziietinans muimmmuwuq
naununuaniaauadniasedaiuesdving o sz

Ry TN ee-ob FUNAL bEEE

mjmgﬁ'qmmmwé’ﬂﬁumﬁmiammmnﬁf\iﬂmmmﬂm
Usznausme weze1rnna @nd Tedaln Jansrsy o
MYAUAIEN W zatlauny syuannle (Ane) IAU09-
e wezlwena Janla Tnthanzln andiead
Ay Ag.1anassA eziaigna ms.nquunwed fsdns saud
A9ln dudilszan andheesana




ANANIAUANNN



SNTNNTIN DA
7. ¥,

lufanssuiaIu " WNEMAUMAINNSVEUA wooo 1"
U NJUAT UsTINABUIAE o&-ob FUNAL N.A. bede

4z - 4 4 U e a
WianFmmenia wnassendsznisvilandsinglunnsdsz15fiAe wernnsasAlinaialdnseaumn
fuussainuaruenmsAaun o driinvastinurvantiuues q wazilianssaununiutinuinvantiu finse
ialamalinuirmantiunanuidasnie g neiunssessiiituamsrasAliatnuas vindnunvantiu
luUnanuiTeraInszadd nerasAnazafanIuviTaaunuIneaiundnsssuAMueIasinuITaIiy
ADLIATINLNUMNANTULT L AR ZHIVENEITUAIADUUIDINGZOIA WTLDIAIIATUAAISFTULNWINLIN L LIFRIT
WINNABINIFAZH hazazdanaladn lunisaununedfuangssuANULARLRIINLATAANTTY WITWNE-
« L% U a =3 v 1 [~3 ql ql [ ] -~ s Gl
agAaznsslilaniaunnannuandanuAniurasninian liatauaun Ineiinszasaas linssdiuduvse

Ufias uanszasAiaauniufauazfudninty duunimezasdazlffunisuedadlinanianudniiuine

'
o A

UETIU ) NITOIARINIUANINTTUAVBINTZDIA TWINIUTR UaZIUNNINSIUAAINT ZURUDING T BIATIY
flaznsaanailunane s 21 auuns Ui awmzaneeeil 9ggnednl 0 uaruIAdiinga
2 “aunevuaiinaan Wuatnaile dausegludmanil..” wswalvinuastidsngaglunanenszans

1 o o a a o A ¢ @ v
LU aﬁmmn@m auwngm E‘W’Y]?’JQWT Tuirdiutnng Jraiuduonan Huau

a s 1 g YV @ =X S| v [~ Vo | v a 1 4‘

wngasenfnanil wansliiiudsanuiilanite anuufduis pnubuiifesiudauay Ay
Huflusneuaui wazanududlisbadudfinivsedudngivlas g Teimusivinaznanndue
(2= ] | va a o > & o ﬂl = Vv | aQ s U d‘j v v s €
fife Anuiufiujduiusiuaunnanudetesaladusssy wisasendnani laadanudaassdla
Wuninuaruenwszymemauniuaengg etudunnBmanlana1iin “Urdrassd viaunszenuunldiae
=3 a o d‘y =~ I Vv 1 1 Y o a a | ﬂl a 1
winlusssudtiedl Fensznnsaau) ldldandewnsssuresny udiAAsuLASITUIRIAUEY TuALARS

8991 ABANMUATUTIL” FUnnans)

Anulduiusmeiulaaessutl nanBntanileiaa nsi@IwnsssuiuLaziudues N9@IUesTY
:.// Qs ! <| a dldd LS :: a aQ o a 1 ° v a
tutuinfufanssunnddslaincluiemauuaz lwiideay luidsmaun msausssutauinlnfia
Vv VvV a QI o o o 4 [~ a o |1 o a
pnuirnudilaluaianutevesiuwaiu vinldanuuanuenuazanudulfinsneiulunanuda
Winantioras auaravilinumeanuAniuiateasls Tuivday maansssugenvinligualngda
atinauniuuuiugursspnudlatusuazildganulingda uazilinslussmeiuuaziu auateazans

ANMULANNINANEANEUNLA I RIUGTTUAS LA



o I a Vv v dy | e |8 a oAQf VY & | I | v | a 4'
AIDENUNNNTITENUVNAUU LV]’]ﬂUWi‘ZV\‘mﬁﬂQﬂ'V]'NﬂQ'LIG]GLVILMHLTJULLU‘LI@EI’]\TN LUANARNAIULAR

fufimsiiUfduiusvisanisanntiumglund lungunsaninvidernimmsfieiu nsiaiuniuatnanaiiles

] Y| GQ‘ = °  a | - L 4‘ a | s aQ Ay Y ) o Vv a a
wuuuiuigsanuddyunigu avnsaniaaauiundndfinlidundnnisdeusnluninyelfvilasssy

v v T
o SN A a

U a s s I a o a o v al 9-/4J s s 4‘ a a a (=3
M nm%mmmaﬂ‘i:‘qmmumuma muﬂLwammegaamﬁlmLiﬂugmnuua:ﬂu‘lul,iamggm’mmmmu has
s a

lufannuLlszngUiR duazillgnngandiyymuardaaniyymm
' . S ao X "
WeZHMEAAUN TN UNMAnaEuUTuRudlas s yALnIuwIuna A auILe s mUs TS
4o« « oo deasa X cda o 1 s
nanee fu auduifdudragminlanadunssymsmauiuuunig g Auuinung AsiFeniua dnne

A1) udimsznmsaaunluusazviosduargtuuunsludmansssunarngnssuunnmnieiu uandadl

v | o a s :: -~ s aQ o v ] 11 IS a Vv QI B U
nmdniluguineanu UUARVANNTZTTTUIULITAINTENNTLAN WENLAMAIRRzdANUARANLLNTANIEENIN

figgandiygymn unnasiuldauuFuneesdsauiug duinlddanuunnnimienisd §iansana
daandyym

1 :: s | d‘l I Vv v Bl v > <~
ANULANANIY o tsznsasnant lulndumeliininms visanneaninaeuaniuvsaiilu
dpiinssaiu winssiudin amnuupnsndsnanuziiuiadavseusnsziulinmsannfeaiuuiaiu
899ufiU 1iaAMUNTzALAslundnnisdugnAessuiu waziieazateanudilalinnendnassuues

(2

v I & v &
NFZNNGLN munszusuAantuassnaana inunauldl

U

v
[

NFINNANTTUAIUNEITU “WITWNBANAUMANNEVTUR bboo 1" fuasrnlaanuzasall fun

uifluldmuuuiAnfananitl

3 :; 1 v [ « | Y o a QI 3 s

avAmlaauztiu nanliimsadudsagnimesnnemann nsafufimieanlandrAnyyana

mﬁfl,uiaﬂﬂﬂﬁu ldamzualuwinaasrimnaniiu dafluilszdnsunauily waznsafuginii
s s 1 v s =3 v < = :: Vv

gniuinmnsludssinalnglutes Anziiulanieaedadeudssmalnavaends wazlansamulziann
assuiunszinszasAaAyuasingnegy iy vinunnsmainyuazdimidnes limsadneuanitaewieniy
wszymemauinsludszindlneatnaniawing suuliismuneuiirmnuduiugssninanssnnsanaun
Ine-fiwn uazilunisymangnisinfanssuannaisll aanuiunsanusesssuduiusiasdinlaanus
Iinsmnuudaiugilioasinssiulienaualy
Avtil AINTNIINITIANANTTUIAIUSITUTLRIA AN laauz AFITl é’ﬂqLﬂmeHmm’imqﬂi:mﬁmmmﬁm

fANI9ULAIUEITU ﬂ‘}/\‘iﬁnﬂﬂ‘i;‘iﬂ’]i



ANININTLUIVFIITAUAIANMTAAINY

- e
mLaamE AL - T T

o€ Wl of TR

L T o RAZL LS
~ | o d - ']

] T LTI s v faly - |- TTRAE L
- o 2 |
Y ) LN wf  LORYEENT L S LA LMILLE Y

i

f TR bl L il

nslaBansad @ ijmﬁauqumﬁué WA, o&ad
TugnusweranAunnzantauAaneTyIudnT aulas
WeANTY AnauMAINLEunen wazanlszananm
(UN)







THE DALAI LAMA

April 18, 1987

Loms B e
an oe iya
Surat Thani 84110
THAILAND

D-u- 'J’un. Buddhadasa,

- Thank you very much for sending me the pictorial
haok about your S0th birthdey as well as the other
books through Mr. Richard Weingartan. I appreciate
{an thoughtful gesture and recall wividly my visit

your mnn:ltlrg.r several years ago.

Sinee I last saw you, I have been travelling a
great deal. Besides Buddhism, I have been talking
about peace, happiness, compassion and spiritual
development., There seems to be a growing amount of
interest in these subjects. In the recent past I
have also had some very interesting dialogues with
Western scientists, I feel that Buddhism part:.uul.urljr
has much to offer to the West regarding the explanation
of the mind and its functions. :

I wish mm ars nrxoudhouﬂ:m
happiness. 4 ve

With my prayers and good wishes,
' Yours sinceraly,

fer~—
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“Since [ last saw you, I have been travelling a great deal. Besides Buddhism, I have
been talking about peace, happiness, compassion and spiritual development. There
seems to be a growing amount of interest in these subjects. In the recent past I have
also had some very interesting dialogues with Western scientists. I feel that Buddhism
particularly has much to offer to the West regarding the explanation of the mind and
its functions.” WIUNUNILRITUNIAIVINEN 1 wish you many more years of good
health and happiness’ %mmﬁmaﬁmﬂﬁmmmﬂuﬁﬂ 5 Trtaun (il WA, ey
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Overview of Buddhism in Thailand

Phra Paisal Visalo

The sect of Buddhism that has its influence over the Kingdom of Thailand (usually called
Theravada rather than Hinayana) has its origins coming from the island of Sri Lanka more than
800 hundred years ago. The bhikkhus, or monks, were seen to be divided into two separate groups
due to their distinct ways of living, namely the “Arannavasi” or the forest monks who focused on
the meditation practice, and the “Gamavasi”, the village and urban monks who stressed the study
of the scriptures. Therefore, in Thailand there was also a clear distinction between monkhood
revolving around scripture study and that which focused on meditation practice. In the modern
era there have been efforts to integrate both the study of texts and meditation practice together,
such as the movement led by Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, but there has only been partial success while

the two distinct ways remain the mainstream practices for Buddhist followers.

The community of Buddhist monks in Thailand is officially divided into two sects. One
is the Maha Nikaya and the other is the Dhammayuttika Nikaya. The Dhammayut sect came
into creation due to an attempt to reform Buddhism in this country 175 years ago. Of the total
number of monks in the country, eighty percent are considered part of the Maha Nikaya branch,
but it should be noted that there is no common standard practice uniting the group, but in fact
much diversity exists within the Maha Nikaya community. It is easier to say that they are the
non-Dhammayut, because the term Maha Nikaya came after the creation of Dhammayut sect
of thought. Since then, all the non-Dhammayuttika Nikaya, which includes diverse groups of
practitioners, have been grouped under one category and called the Maha Nikaya. In Thailand,
there are non-Theravadin Buddhist practitioners as well, such as the Chinese Mahayana Bud-
dhists and the Vietnamese Buddhists. There are some Bhikkhunis as well, but still with no official

recognition from the Sangha governing body.

At present, the monks from both sects have very similar practices and teachings, with
minor differences in little details. This is the reason why laypeople do not really separate or treat

the monks of the two sects differently.
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Both the Dhammayut and the Maha Nikaya are organized under the
administration of the Council of Elders, Thailand’s highest ecclesiastic body. The
Supreme Patriarch, the Sangha Raja, is the head of the Council. The Council of
Elders is the governing body composed of an equal number of representatives
from both sects. The majority of the elders are highest ranking monks while a

small portion of them are lower ranking monks who are appointed.

The Thai monastic institution receives patronage from the state. It also
relies on the state to maintain the unity within the Sangha. By law, the prime
minister has the duty to submit the name of the most fitting monk to His Maj-
esty the King for royal consideration of the title “The Supreme Patriarch”, or
Sangha Raja. The Thai monastic body has a very close relationship with the state,
and this relationship is a characteristic unique to Thailand, in comparison to the
other Theravadin Buddhist countries. It is stated in the constitution that the King
must be a Buddhist. Besides, official ceremonies at the state level always involve
Buddhist rites and rituals. It can be said that in practice, Buddhism is the state

religion, even though there is no official recognition in the national constitution.

The role of Buddhist monks in Thailand is very important. In the past,
monks were not only leaders in spiritual affairs, but also in worldly duties: not
only did they teach and help the lay people in their spiritual knowledge practice,
but they also played a major role in education, culture, health care, and com-
munity development. Nowadays, the role of monks is less active in the modern
society (there are also fewer monks), and temples are no longer the center of the
community, especially for those living in the city. The role of monks now focuses
mainly in rituals, such as at funerals. So for this reason, the Dhamma and the
teaching of Lord Buddha have less and less influence for those living a modern
life. The modern education, the media, along with the economic system all con-
tribute to defining success in terms of worldly achievements. For example, the
wish for wealth is the present norm, and this has an influence on the mentality
of many contemporary monks. So many modern teachings are supporting the

success in the worldly affairs, rather than teaching us how to become aware of



our endless desires, or how to practice inner fulfillment and contentment that actually comes

from within.

Thai Buddhists regard making merit, or giving dana, a top priority in their practice.
How one gains merit can be classified into three categories, which are dana, sila, and bhavana.
The majority of Thai Buddhists focus very much on giving dana, or donations, in order to gain
merit, and also giving offerings in Buddhist rituals, more than keeping the sila, or the precepts. In
each year, there is much money donated as a way to make merit, but the practice of sila is hardly
practiced, especially the five precepts, which is the basic practice for Buddhist practitioners. This
leads to a problem in Dhamma practitioners, not to mention that each year there are even fewer
Buddhists who are interested in bhavana meditation as a merit practice and way of self-learning.
Nevertheless, during the last ten years, there has been a movement of new interest in practicing
bhavana meditation. Many meditation centers are now growing all around the country with
growing interest from the middle class population. Books on dharma have become big hits and

some of the best-sellers in the Kingdom.

One transformation that has occurred recently is the role of the Buddhist laypeople. In a
time when the monks have a smaller role in society, the laypeople are now more actively involved.
Many Dhamma teachings on both the suttas and practice are now led by laypeople. The laypeople
also even lead some rituals, the reason behind the decline of the role of monks being that the
education that the laypeople have received is sometimes more advanced than the education that

many monks can get from the monastic tradition.

Nevertheless, there are many monks who still are the spiritual leaders, having an active
role in leading the practice and spreading the words of Lord Buddha. The strength of this leader-
ship by many monks brings back the real interest in the Dhamma practice for the lay followers:
these monks are both city monks and forest monks. In recent years, the tradition of forest tradi-
tion monks has gained popularity among modern lay urban dwellers. There are also numbers of
laypeople who are following the same precepts as monks, which is also one of the reasons behind
the bhikkhuni movement among the lay women practitioners. Other than that, there are many
monks who are engaging with community development, environmental preservation, as well as

helping those in need, both in the cities and villages.
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In the past, the tradition was that all Buddhist men at the age of twenty
would enter the monkhood before they went off to start a family. Thai men
would experience at least three months in the monkhood. Now this tradition has
faded away, and many who enter the monkhood would ordain for fifteen days
or even less. At the same time, there are fewer and fewer men who would ordain
for a minimum three months, even in the more traditional rural areas. It is also
because people have less children (two children per household on average), and

manpower is needed to help the family in farming work.

In the view of Theravada Buddhism, the ultimate goal is nibbana, which
is the fruit of the wisdom to see all things as changing and having no real identity
to cling and attach to. When the mind can let go of all mental formations, then
the mind is free from suffering. However, the majority of modern Buddhists in
Thailand only seek worldly aims through their faith in the Buddha. This involves
mostly praying for and hoping for instant fulfillment of desires and successes
like wealth, health, work, and family and also safety from all dangers. Another
aim in being a good Buddhist for many Thais is to assure a good rebirth, to have
a peaceful next life, to be reborn and live in heaven; very few have the intention
of knowing the state of nibbana. Nevertheless, there is a growing interest in at-
taining nibbana as an ideal, especially among educated middle-class laypeople,

even though their ways of practicing are still of different paths.
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Questions for Discussions

As suggested by the Thai delegation

Session I: Buddhism in the Post-Buddha Jayanti Era: Reaching the Same Goal
from Different Paths?

1.

Are differences among Buddhist sects real or illusory? Is it true that they are a matter of cultural
and local conditions, rather than fundamental beliefs and values?

If our spiritual goal is basically the same, how do we define such a goal?

Do you think our consensus on the definition of happiness and good life can lead to an inte-
grative method of Dharma practices? In other words, is it possible to combine the methods
of Mahayana and Theravada into a third, and more effective, path toward enlightenment?
Whereas it is obvious that to respect religious differences is politically correct, is it also correct
from a Buddhist point of view to recognize different paths to liberation? How do we explain
this in Dharma terms?

Do you consider engagements in social activities a way of Dharma practice? Can it be related
to a Tibetan saying that “Nirvana is not separated from Samsara”?

Under the conditions of modern world, is it necessary that one has to become a monk in
order to attain enlightenment? Do you think it is possible for a lay person to reach the goal

of Nirvana?

Session II: Buddhism in the Post-Bhudda Jayanti Era: Our Solutions to World

Problems

7.

00D

How possible is it for us to help people find their inner peace, while they are still living in
society based on greed and competition?

It has been said that one of the most prevalent sickness in the immediate future is stress. What
is your opinion with regard to this problem? Do you have any suggestions about Buddhist
methods for stress reduction, such as meditation and mind control, which may also be applied

to non-Buddhists, or non-practicing Buddhists?



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

As to the question of strategy and tactics, in what way can we persuade our fellow humans
to focus on their inner change, so that they will be better equipped in their efforts to change
the external world, which is conflict-ridden and full of violent aggressions?

Is living a Buddhist way, or serving as a spiritual example, an adequate contribution to the
solution to human sufferings? In other words, is non-action a better means in helping others?
Probably because of our emphasis on internal development as opposed to external changes,
Buddhists, at least in the Thai case, are occasionally criticized as being part of conservative
forces. What should be the right view about this type of situation? Is it possible to find a bal-
ancing point between equanimity and compassion, or between detachment and involvement?
Apart from advocating the Right View, or spreading Buddhist teachings among the populace,
do you think we should also struggle for social reforms, or get involved in some forms of
anti-injustice movements?

How could we incorporate the advance of scientific knowledge into our religious understand-

ing, so that humanity would be better guided toward the right path?

Do you think intellectual activities, or joint academic programs, can serve as a starting point
for further cooperation between Mahayana Buddhists and Theravada Buddhists?

What are the lessons from your experiences in cross-cultural activities in the West that may be
utilized by Thai Buddhists in the age of globalization? Do you think the traditional way of Dharma
teaching no longer works in society where all kinds of information flow freely and rapidly?

Is it possible for Buddhists of all sects, races, and nationalities, to unite as a single force in
their efforts to help the world go through various crises or calamities?

Do you think it would be possible and beneficial for humanity, if we strived for Buddhist
fraternity at the international level, which would make being Buddhist the most important
identity of a believer, overriding his, or her, other identities?

Apart from joint intellectual activities, what are other kinds of cooperation between Tibetan

and Thai Buddhists that you would like to undertake?
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