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A bird"s-eye
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fiooding in
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Khirimas
district as of
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Surrogacy group caught

OFFICIALS TO DISCUSS
CHARGES TODAY AFTER
6 THAI WOMEN NABBED
AT THE LAOS BORDER

CHULARAT SAENGPASSA
THE NATION

A CROSS-BORDER network thiat
uses Thad women as lllegal surmogate
miothers: for-hire s been exposed
after thee arrest of seven suspects on
ihe weekend in Nong Khai.

The seven were apprehended in
the Northeast provinee on their
return from Laos, where the law
Jll.illl'ht!lll]]]lr.\ joes is ot asstrict=
Iy enforced as in Thailand

Dr  Thongehai - Keeratibutt-
.\\'.llwm, deputy head of the Health

{ spport Department, said
wonld pursue the case
wnd nx.\)tu.u..rre-l the peuple respon-
sible for taking the women 1o Laos.

“Itsshocking. he said. Previously
wethatghit thiey would probablyanly
hire women in Laos to be surrognte
mothers aft land exac t--d “
striet lasw 1o stamp ot such a
tige. This shows thal an active n
workl remmatins continuin
ness ofproviding surmogs
in Thaitand.” he said

heen 3|
isted-reproduction proce
they were in, 5o all st suspects
their driver needed 1o be further
questioned by authoritics, he said,
Irvestigatiors had to find out whin

=3

wins respotisihle fortukingeare ofthe
surrogite mothers if they were suc-
cessfully inipregnatin, Taesnia], s fuae-
thier detuils dould bead to trrests,

According to Thai law, doctors
wha fuil tostrictly adhere to € Thai
Medical Counal’s regulations on
nssistod ]\h\q\:;nrw\ are subject up
10 & year in j a fine of up to
Bt2o, 000 or both, Those providing
surmogacy-for- hire services could be
niled for wp to 10 years and hit with
afine of up to BEO0000,

Brodoers and middlemen eonld get
wprto five yenrs injuil and pfine ofup
o BE1o,000, while those sclling
sperm or egis could be jafled for up
terthr o aned reveive i fing ofup
o G0, 0040,

Thid hissinessmen had iy l-xrui
in fertility cliniosin Laos, Thong
sadd, He plans to meet poliee Iu:i.u\

v the ministry ean file charges
inst thesuspectsand allinvolved.
rhiten thae aw ngainst ‘Thiis
birimge hrired us s mothers,
health muthorities will soon roquire
fertility chinics in Thailand to repont
i rexpuests eolleet and trans-
port sperm, he said, The new regu-

Thai officials at the
Nong Khal checkpoint
Inspect fterns selzed
from a man and six
wormen who retumed to

womien at a clinic in
Vientiane via artificial
insemination were
rancelisd.

lations r’.IJ..u thie digeovery that twa
fantign menssperm m1—-na||:r{nlm
“Thailand and taken 10 a Lio
Authorities besimie awar
issue after 0 Thai courier was inter-
cepted at the border last |||u|1H|.
Nithinon Srithaniyaru
arrested an April 200at the same
checkpoint where Saturdays drrests
oerurred, while e ] to s
six vinks of sperm inside n nitcogen
tunk into Laos
n the latest cise, 3 msn fron
3 =ix Thad women carry-
an empty mitrogen tank and lab
equipment were damested  after
oeturning from Laos on Satorday
eveing,
Nimit

meg-amphai, chiclofthe
Ist Friendship Bridge
checkpoint in Nong Khal, said the
event prompted officials 1o inere
scarchis of pe ul vehicles cross-
fng the border, and the message
woukd also be relnyed to checkpoint
ngs into Cambodia,

of a Chevrolet

to be linked to the previons case
5 Nithinon.
dikhom and the women report-
|'d|\. confessed tobetng hired bya 35
year-okl Chinese man, who resi
in Banghok. Al seven: crosserd the
borderon Migy 17sothe wamen vould
b |mill<|.nln| with blastocists at u
clinie in Vientiane, but they report-
edly foiled physical tests or faced
anther fissues resulting in the chngcel-
lntign of fertihsation procedures.
Nimmit said a notebook retrieved
firorn the group showed the results ol
nhryo implants for seven other
women, which would be passed on
totlieCrine Suppression Civision to
I s sis ovidencs in prosecutions.
Nimit said the petwork recruited
ealthy Thai women schoatready haed
husbands and children 1o scrve as
surrmgite mothers for feos rmuging

from BI10G,000 to Bt400,000,

jon and then
n'le—.rav(l|L||w\\-numt-n-;,'mund-ulhnl

qur.mnninr_.

Thetechnobogy -assixted fertilisg
tion act bans the export of bunian
sperm, eggs and fodiuses

Nimit said NMikhoms carhad been
i and out of the comibry six tmes
before the arrest, which eorrespond-
ed with information found in the

) whiose naume w:
aid she and her b

l{r BTN b b i 4
Sl sk shie 1ok supplem
thiys prior to the trip o L

To mark the third anniversary of the coup ste
National Couneil for Peace and Order (NCPO) an May
22, 201+, 'The Nation this week is publishing a serivs
of articles looking at the event that has brought
Thatlund tothe point where it is today.

Country has become too
militarised, analysts say
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“bluek hobe”
*You must realist that the military
are pid groomed or tught t work-in
politics,” Ekkischai said. "W are taught
to fight s win over enemii=, but the

very finct nt present is

Thai poogile are not
that the
e b fight

Tpri
vl of mili-
i the

1l s i il
v by jndn”
romshing that not
bt Thiadland
TOCTRLC COn-

llmu,s:-iul 5 it i fust temonirs,

Eickarhai believed that the military
plan to fude ot of politics one day, bt
savie) thiny. woull stary because ths is &
transitional period. He suggested thit
they shouild open thel tr minds maore and
bisten toother

“There
nevepl
with demoeracy, The ane vontradi
£y 10 ono another by natore, The mili-
1ary-should learn more, of the world
araund them, and of peaple aronfd
thiemy’ e general said.
leader Abhisit
Vejiajiva, me .umh!]r said a general
expectation was: for the NCPO, when
thiey step down, to leave Thai politics in
better shape than before the conp they
1in Moy 200+

Thie NCPC swnile] b eseased by !Jh'
public. he said, on whiether or not
left Thak pohit

solidation;
The more the
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In memory
of a revered

THE TTH ANNIVERSARY OF BUDDHADASA BHIKKHU'S BIRTH
IS MARKED IN SOIL-BASED PAINT AND MINDFULNESS

PHATARAWADEE PHATARANAWIK
THE NATION

[F BUDDHADASA Bhikkhu, Thailand's most
respected monk, were still alive, he would be
happy to see that his engaged Buddhism is
flourishing throughout Thailand and bevond.

“Buddhism is & universal religion, [tean be
putinto practice by everyone, of every ajge and
ora,” the venerahle monk wrote in his popular
book *Handbook fior Mankind”,

Had he lived bevond 1993, Buddhadasa
Bhikkhu would be furning 111 this Saturd
wadate his followers will commerne

3 tiomnal

ional serr
mand arts bath in li.mglmk.mti
5 3 iritual temple-home down south at

Walking into the Buddhadasa Indapanno
Archives (BI
Ih:ddllm pri

at Suan Mokh Bangkok,

impressionist
Sompop Budtarad
rendered with paint made from soil.
“Buddhadasa: Monk who lives on th
the massive 2x2.5-metre portrait has been cre-
ated mainly out of soil - sand, clay and farm-
grade dirt = mixed with witer collected from
1 places (mostly temples) in and around the
Kingdom, notably from the plade where the
monk was born, where he was ordained and
practised and where he died

The G0-vear-old painter, whose works
explore Buddhism and Thai culture, has been
studying Buddhadasa’s teachings since he
attended \:1|nkun| Un ty four decades

dted by veteran painter
he remarkable image is
ntitled

in l.umlns) He and N
whai  Kositpipat  and Pan:
ated] the elaborate m
o temple there in the mid-

1980s,
Sompaop became
portraitsinhissc

known for his soil-based
¢ omithe Earth”

enerable
ol Visalo and social activist Sulak

studving Buddhadasy'swarksfor
wdult life, this is the first time he

\\\h”n\ were
il it \\
Howewver, 1 hac I
Now that we ane marking the 11
Iy ||I|\ I seized t
s the Lt niaster,”

doing the mu

Phatarawadee Phataranawik. (2017,May 22). XP Expression: In memory of a

Veteran artist Sompop Budtarad® sportraltutBudﬂhad.asa Bhikkhu is on display at Suan Mokh
Bangkok near Chatuchak Weekend Market on Vibhavadi Road.

Sompop says.

The new portrait is infused with Buddhist
teachings that are “hidden” within the texture
of the faee. In place of beauty you see the wrin-
kles of the master delineated in the monotone
of the soil, Just as for the previous show, the
‘nrt|-.1 asked BIAS |*-|om!w.r» to collect soil and
monk’s
"he soil has come
Muokh where
he pm(‘ll\(d anil spread his teaching, and the
witer from Sok Cape and Angthong 1sland in
Surat h ||1i \\lun his ashes were scattened.
= mix of sand, clay,

rice and a latex adhesive.

After mixing his paint, Sompop projected the

monksportraitontothe canvastodraft theout-

line. He then painted in quick strokes, using a
knife and twigs to build texture,

g with elay requires intense con-

ion and quick strokes ir

. Whi l'[\\.\.-iklilltlll

{ul state of mind -

st, adding that he

inting the huge

like: nu:ln:.n:nn.
wonld spend the
partrait.

And thisweek, the portrait will greet dozens
of Buddhist scholirs from
who are coming to Thail:
research on

rotnd the globe
d o share their
“Buddhi Bhikkbu and
an Mokh in Bangkokandin Surat
Chaivadistriet. Themainaim istopro-
mote the study, research and development of
Buddhistknowledge that can beapplicd tosus-
tainably solve the current problems of soci-
cties, and to keep alive the legacy of
Buddhacdasa Bliikkhu.
puddhadasa (1506-104.
tiomal
tionsof|
fosterin,
Elousp
In 2006 Unesen
Great Personalities.
ing, nowadavs S
ome & gentre
1d foreign Budd

own for his innoy

ssion will b
MokhBa

with fiour subt
Spirituality”
and Suataina

The Nation. 8B.

Soil-based paint has become Sompop’s
signatire medium for his portraits

Surrounding the likeness are quotations from
Buddhasa’s teachings.

Visaloabbat of Wit PaSukato in Chazvaphum.
Atalk on"Mind & Spirituality” wilfbe given
by Ajuhn Santik dharma teacher and
authe
Roderick Bucknell, associate prof
Studies in Religion at the University of
ueensland.

On  Thursday,
Christopher Ti
late profe
Jipans Kobe Univers \\\|I|11||-. bt “Social
& Political Persy ., while “Works &
Leggey of Buddhadasa Bhikkho™ will be pre-
sented by DrChenly firectorof the
3 hingehuoch
University, |ml i ];mu-.tm'h wde of
ch Institute of Asis

at Liberation Park in the 17

author

American

€l
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ble discussion,
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